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‘IL— Home ADMINISTRATION. __ 
— (a)—Police. See 

A CORRESPONDENT of - Som Pinay of agp 5th December regrets the 

= oe ismissal from service of Nibaran Sardar, chauki- 

inthe Howeek dines, "™"*4 dar of Sulati, within the jurisdiction of the Sankrail 

‘ thana in the Howrah district, for the offence of 

arresting @ man on a false charge of theft. The case ought to be indepen- 

dently investigated by an officer belonging to some fm thana. Nibaran 

bore an excellent character, and his dismissal has been a loss to the village 

and is considered to be unjust. ‘lhe man who has been appointed chaukidar 

in his place does not bear a good character, and was the owner of a toddy 

shop in Jaynagar two years ago. The shop still exists, and its license is now 

taken out in the name of the new chaukidar’s brother. He is not expected 
to be of any service to the villagers, Ne 

2. A corre*yondent of the Basumats of the 22nd December, writing from 


Leopards in‘ a village in the 


Hooghly district. jungle near his village, which gives shelter to 


| ge wild boars and highway robbers, ought 
to be cleared as soon as possible. But, so long as it is not cleared, it is neces- 
sary for the safety of travellers that « chaukidar should keep watch near it 
till1ll p.m. Such an arrangement was sanctioned by the police. But no 
chaukidar is seen there after nightfall. | bas : | 


8. The Aitavad: of the 23rd December writes as follows on the authority 
of the Behar Herald:— ) 

The other day the Assistant Surgeon of Banki- 
| mS pore and a pleader of the local bar were returning 
home after taking their evening constitutional, when the Assistant Surgeon 
was asked by a detective officer to give his name and address. The detective 
officer was given a satisfactory answer, but still he pursued his enquiry and 
followed the Assistant Surgeon to a bookshop where, after the latter had left, 
he made an enquiry regarding him. It is said that the detective officer was 
after an offender, and his strange conduct was due to his mistaking the doctor 
Babu for the offender in question. It isa great regret if this is true. Has 
not this conduct of the detective officer been a reflection upon the Assistant 
Surgeon’s character? It is such irresponsible officersas this detective who have 
made the police so unpopular in this country. 

4, The same paper writes that on the 5th June last one Atul Chandra 
Banerji of Seakhula in the Hooghly district stabbed 
one Gobardhan Mukharji to} death. The offender 
made himself scarce, id the police has since failed 
to trace him. The Sub-Inspector of Chanditala thana has suspended the 
chaukidar of the village in question, and the villagers have therefore no chauki- 
dar now to look after their safety at night. “On the second day after the 
Durga Puja a mela is held in the village. There was a riot on the occasion 
this year owing to the Sub-Inspector not having been present in force on 
the mela grounds, ‘i : | 

5 A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 24th December, complains of 
the ravages of leopards in the villages Dinagram 
and Fakiragram within the jurisdiction of the 
Fakiragram outpost in the Goalpara district in 
Assam. Up to the present, one man, two horses, four cows, three goats, 
twelve dogs, and many other animals—in all, forty-nine in number—have 


been killed. 


A complaint against a detective 
officer of Bankipore. 


Police matters in a village in the 
Hooghly district. 


Ravages of leopards in a village 
in Assam. . 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


6. The Basumati of the 22nd December has the following — 


Sir Charles Elliott has published in an English 
Sir Charles Elliott’s descrip. journal a list enumerating the regular duties of 
tion of the duties of a District 5 Indian Magistrate, There would have been no 


gaa limit to the Indian’s — if every Magistrate 
had actually discharged all these duties. To the Indian ratyat, so very poor, 
it would have been an excee 


1 


Polba in the Hooghly district, says that the dense 


ding great delight if the District Magistrate had, ~ 
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when out on tour, enquired of ga 
his condition and wants and grievances, and mixed with him. Asa District 
Magistrate, Sir Charles Elliott himself may have done this. But as a matter of 
fact, one or two District Magistrates in a hundred are heard to care for or 
please the poe under them in the manner described by Sir Charles; the 
generality of ; agistrates are scarcely accessible to the people. The time of the 
touring Magistrate is spent, partly in inspecting courts and offices and partly in 
shooting and it is not therefore easy to obtain an interview with him. — , 
% The Hitavadi of the 23rd December writes as follows with reference 
- The Ludhiana assault case. to'the Ludhiana assault case, in which a native has 


: been sentenced to twenty years’ imprisonment for 
attempting to commit rape on two European ladies :— | 


We are not sorry. for Bhola. Although it was, in our opinion, impossible 
for him to have committed such an offence, we take the Judge’s decision as 
correct, It is not strange that the accused has had to bear the consequences 
of hiscrime. The illiterate and foolish Bhola who, driven by lust and conse- — 
quently deprived of the sense of right and wrong, acted like a madman, may 
not excite the pity of a European Judge. We. have nothing to say about that. 
But we ask, is'such a severe sentence passed in the case of a European accused 


mindars’ gomastas and village headmen about 


of a similar offence? Europeans have attempted to commit rape on native 


woman, and yet no European offender has been sentenced to even ten years’ 
imprisonment, Just think of the Rajabala case. An innocent -and helpless 
native girl. of fifteen fell into the clutches of four European rogues (pashandas), 
who ravished her by turn. In excruciating pain, the poor girl cried inaudibl 
“scot! aici!’ The crime was brought to light. D’Souza, one of the offen- 
ders, made himself scarce. Another could not be identified by the com- 
plainant. In the Sessions some of the jury declared the accused innocent, and 
the Judge acquitted one of the two, and referred the case to the High Court. 
In the High Court Mr, Justice Macpherson was for acquitting the accused, 
and, but for the interference of the Chief Justice, he would not have been 
punished and justice would not have been done. The accused was at last — 
sentenced to five years’ imprisonment. Was Bhola more guilty than this beast 
in human shape? | | : 


Think also of the Ranaghat case. Bhola entered a house to commit the 


women more shamelessly than Bhola attempted to commit rape on a European 


offence, and in that house at: least female assistance was at hand. But were 


those men more deserving of pity than Bhola, who, in a moving train, entered — 
a female compartment and:attempted to commit rape upon two helpless 
women? One of these offenders made himself scarce, and another was sentenced 
to only one years’ imprisonment. ae : 
The rape on Sukarmani by a tea-planter, the inhuman and brutal outrage 
by soldiers on a native woman at Gantakul; are still fresh in our memory. We 
would have had no cause for complaint, if in all these cases the European 
offenders had been as severely punished as poor Bhola has been. The just and 
ee British Government has prescribed the same punishment for natives 
and Europeans alike. But the Judges and Magistrates do not obey the law. 
They make a distinction of colour in meting out justice and thereby make 
themselves unpopular. 
8. The same paper complains that the Subdivisional Officer of Maulvi 
The Subdivicional Officer of Bazar, Sylhet, Assam, seems to have a deep-rooted 
Maulvi Bazar, Sylhet. =~ UMbrella-mania. No native is allowed to open his 
it | umbrella in his presence. Not long ago, he m- 
sulted a respectable native for opening an unbrella in his presence. It isto 
be hoped that Mr. Cotton will cure the Subdivisional Officer’s umbrella-mania. 
9. The same paper thus notices Mr. Justice Strachey’s elevation to the 
Chief Justiceship of the Allahabad High Court :— 


sony Justice Strachey's elevation § Mr. Justice Strachey has made himself well 
Allahabad High Court.» ~~‘ Known to the public by the justice done by him in 


: the Tilak case. When Mr. Mahmud, son of Sir — 
Syed Ahmed, was a Judge of the Allahabad High Court, Mr. Strachey was his 
Private Secretary on a pay of Rs. 250 per month. He acted for some time on ~ 
the sume pay asa Bench Clerk in the same High Court. It is no doubt rare 
good fortune for one to become a Chief Justice after serving in such inferior 
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capacity. It is doubtful whether Mr; Justice. Strachey would have been 
elevated to:such a high post by Lord George Hamilton if he had ‘not sent 


Mr. Tilak to jail by making a strange interpretation of the law. ~ 


| 10. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the - | duct’ of 
The sadar khas tahsildar of ',Babu ‘Ramesh Chandra Sinha, the’ -sadar has 


, _ tahsildar of Chittagong. He was: formerly at 
_— | Raujan, where he inde’ dilae so hot for the sania 
that they felt greatly relieved when he was transferred. In the sadar the amla 

are already fe y an 
_ ¢ompelled to attend office at 9 a.m. and leave it at 7 or 8 p.m., and sometimes at 

10 p.m. The tahsildar comes to office in a carriage and his servants bring his 
tiffin to his office, so that he does not feel any inconvenience in consequence of 


early arrival and late departure. But not so the poor.amla, who are put to 


very great inconvenience by this arrangement. Many of them will have to 
resign if this arrangement is continued. The tahsildar also behaves ve 
discourteously towards the amla. Qn the 5th December last the office bukohs 
was giving a report of his work to the tahsildar when a certain blot in his book 
attracted the tahsildar’s attention and threw him into a 
the length of pushing away the bukshi and threatening him with the indignity 
of being turned out by the office peon. The: only fault of the bukshi was that 
he denied the blot in question being his work. Jatramohan Babu has been 
transferred to the Clerks’ Department. Cannot the Government take steps:to 
cool down the temper of this hot-headed officer? This Mr. Sinha is the foster 
(*H1fas) son of Rai Kailas Chandra Das Bahadur, who is well known to the 
readers of the Hitavadi. The son is following in his father’s footsteps in order 
to prove himself ‘‘a valuable officer.” ‘I'he poor amla will be undone if the 
higher authorities do not come to their rescue. ie Ae a ht 
11, Babu Rai Charan Basu, mukhtar of Bagerhat in the Khulna district, 
writes in the Sanjwvant of the 24th December :-— 
~The Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Bagerhat lives 
in the house which was built by Babu Sita Nath Rai, 
late nazir, near the quarters of Babu Ananda Lal Mukherji, a most respectable 
‘mukhtar of the place. A few days after the Sub-Deputy Babu took up his 
lodgings in Sita Nath Babu’s honse, he wrote a letter in English to Babu 
Ananda Lal complaining that the smell proceeding from the latter’s cow-shed 
‘was a nuisance. The cow-shed was‘perfectly clean, still it was again cleansed 
in consequence of the Sub-Deputy Babu’s complaint. but even this failed to 
satisfy the Sub-Deputy Babu, who a few days later sent a horse belonging to 
Ananda Babu to the pound. | a ar ues 
During the Durga Puja holidays the Sub-Deputy Babu was in charge 
of the subdivision in the absence of the Deputy Magistrate. On the morning 
of the 28th October he sent Abdul chaprasi for the purpose of taking 
Ananda Babu’s cow to the pound, on the ground that the animal had eaten 
some arum plants belonging to him. Ananda Babu was at the time living in 
his house in Karapara, ard his Bagerhat house was in charge of two servants’ 
one of whom, Prahlad, protested against the chaprasi’s untethering the cow. 
Seeing that his protest was not heeded, Prahlad said :—‘‘ Why take one, take 
them all: a mulla can run no farther than the mosque.” The cow was sent to 
the pound, and the chaprasi meas to his master what Prahlad had said, 
and thereupon the Sub-Deputy Babu became extremely angry and sent two 
constables to arrest Prahlad. Prahlad, however, took shelter within the house 


The Sub-Deputy Magistrate of 
Bagerhat. 


and bolted the gate. The fact being reported, the Sub-Deputy Babu told the — 
ec n the door and arrest Preblad. To this, the constables, 
under the advice of the Court Sub-Inspector, demurred, as they had no warrant 


vonstables to break o 


for the man’s arrest. Failing to arrest Prahlad in this summary manner, 
the Sub-Deputy Babu issued a warrant against him under section 114 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, but the warrant was without the seal of the 
court, and contained no order under section 110 as is required by section 116. 
Prahlad was arrested at 2 P.m., and an order was given for his realease on bail 

for Rs. 300. Hearing of his servant’s arrest, Ananda Babu game to Bagerhat 


and submitted a bail-bond before the Court Sub-Inspector, himself sta 43 


surety. When the bail-bond was submitted to the Sub-Deputy Magistrate 


for orders, he ordered the surety to come before him. This Ananda Ba 


eling it almost impossible to work under him. They are 


rage. He even went 


Sak. adil eden 


—s > 4 
Pe PORN Pay ep ierets Merinns drives. $80 am ne en 


till tees 


oe 
Aa a 
oe nas 


( 1104 ) 


at first refused to do. But! on the Sub-Deputy Babu repeatedly sending for: 
him, he at last saw the Sub-Deputy Babu in his house. At this rerio Ad 
after some conversation, the Sub-Deputy Babu said:—“ I do not want to push- 
on the prosecution. Let me tear the warrant into pieces.” But as the Court 
ns ny “Bp not return the warrant, it was not torn. He also proposed to 


release Prahlad on his own recognisance, but this his amla refusing to accept, 
he at last released the man on bail. | , | 
'.On the day the court opened after the vacation, Prahlad lodged a com- 
Tit SR the Sub-Deputy Magistrate under sections 342 and 447 of the 
Tadink enal Code. But the Deputy co jpeg who had probably heard of 
the case on his return from home, dismissed the complaint under section 203 


of the Code of Criminal Procedure, without taking all the depositions. A 


motion has been made to the: District Judge at Jessore, the result of which 


is not yet known. 


'....“The case against Prahlad under section 107 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure was to have been heard on the 5th November, but owing to the 


indisposition of the Sub-Deputy Babu, it was postponed to the 7th though 

ostponement was not applied for. On the 7th an application was made on 
behalf of Prahlad for the transfer of the case under section 426, but it was 
disallowed. Even an application for postponement for seven days, to enable 
the accused to move higher courts, was refused and the case was proceeded 
with. The Sub-Deputy Babu got a chair beside the Deputy Magistrate and 
gore his. deposition from notes he had made. He said that the cow had eaten 

is arum and cocoanut. plants, but the Deputy Magistrate recorded that the 
cow had eaten only his cocoanut plants. ‘The note referred to above was 
placed in the record after much discussion on an application made for the 
purpose on behalf of the accused. The examination of the witnesses for the 
prosecution was conducted at considerable length, and several questions were 
repeated several times. But the Sub-Deputy objected to many questions put 
in cross-examination. In violation of section 54 of the Evidence Act, questions 
were also put to the accused and his master to prove their character. The 
hearing of the case was resumed on the 12th November for the examination 
of Babu Naba Kumar Kar, pleader, on behalf of tne prosecution and of the 
witnesses for the defence. Objection was taken under the Evidence Act 
against Babu Naba Kumar’s examination, but it was overruled, and Naba Babu 
was examined. The case was finished that day, but the Deputy Magistrate 
passed no orders, The accused attended the court every day at 10 a.m., and 
remained there till the rising of the court, but no orders were passed during 
the nine days that he attended in this manner. At last on the 21st November he 
was acquitted. The District Magistrate of Khulna ought to see that an officer 
like the Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Bagerhat, who is not only high-handed, 


but is also ignorant of the law, is not given any responsible charge or allowed 
to sit as a judicial officer. | | 


 (d)—Education. 


12. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 23rd December says that it will beidle tc 
Snes eer eye ee , expect any reform in the Arabic Department of the 
Madeosncducatica,  ~Ss Calcutta. Madrassa so longas its affairs are managed. 
by Government in consultation with the so-called 

leaders of the Muhammadan community in Calcutta. It is a mistake of Gov- 
ernment to suppose these men to be leaders of the entire Musalman community 


““* of Bengal. They may hold high positions under the Government, and they 


may be very valuable public servants; but they are not in any sense leaders of 
the Musalman community of the Province. The principal language of the 
Bengali Musalmans is Bengali, but the so-called Musalman leaders, ‘though 
thoroughly versed in Urdu and English, are absolutely ignorant of Bengali, 
and cannot even converse or understand anything which is said in that 
language. Their duties, moreover, as Government servants leave them little 
leisure to bestow a thought upon a serious matter like the education of the 
youth of their community; whilst their high position and high style of living 
prevent ordinary people from approaching them with representations r in 
the wants and grievances of the community. The Head Maulvi of the 

pur Madrasse in the Rangpur district, for instance, addressed reply post-card 


Sia Nace ia ee 
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to these so-called leaders asking for suggestions data the uk weiss bie 


proving the Madrassa education; but he received not a single reply. If any 
reform is to be introduced in the teaching of the Arabic Department, it must 
come from the Government, and Sir John Woodburn is requested to make 
some effort in this direction. It is absolutely necessary to teach Bengali in the 
Madrassa along with the languages which are now taught there; and to make 
the Madrassa education useful to its recipients arithmetic and Subhankari should 
enter into its curriculum. It istrue there is a little arithmetic now, but to enable 
the boys to earn their livelihood they should be also taught Subhankari— 
the indigenous business arithmetic of Bengal. A little English, too, should be 
‘introduced. sei 
13. The Sanjivant of the 24th December says that the valuable articles in 
The Medical Ocitins mesiill. the museum of the Calcutta Medical gg having 
been all sold off at a very cheap price during the 
Principalship of Dr, Bomford, Government has sanctioned two lakhs of rupees 


for the formation of a new museum. By whose order did Dr. Bomford sell off 


the rare and valuable articles? Is no one to be held responsible for the sale ? 


14, The same paper says that though thereis no prospect of any improve- 
ee ment in the naturally weak and effeminate physique 
oe. for school: of the Bengali without proper physical exercise, it 
is a matter of regret that a good many schoolboys 
get exemption from gymnastic exercises, which are now compulsory in all Gov- 
ernment schools, on the ground of ill-health. It is u matter of congratulation 
that by the order of the Lieutenant-Governor, dnll will be taught in all schools, 
and it is to be held that the training will be extended not only to Government 
schools, but to private schools also. | | a 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


15. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 14th December says that the cholera ward 
in Barisal situated in the heart of the town, is not 
The cholera ward in Barisal) Oly a source of discomfort to those who live near 


town. it, but is also a sourceof danger to them. The cries | 


of the patients who are brought to the ward during 
an outbreak of the disease tell seriously on the minds of the neighbours, and 
especially on these of young children. And nobody who knows how the state 
of the mind affects the body will deny that these moanings of the patients are 
in themselves a source of danger to the health of the surrounding population. 
Cleanliness, too, is not strictly observed in the ward. The mehiers usually 


leave the evacuations of the patients scattered all about the grounds. That 


the existence of the ward has made the quarter unhealthy is proved by the 
fact that though during the fifty years preceding the establishment. of. the ward 
there was only one death from cholera in the house of Babus Basanta Kumar 
Guha and Sarat Chandra Guha, which is very near the ward, one death from 
cholera is taking place in the house every year since the establishment of the 
ward. Now, who is responsible for these deaths? The establishment of the 
ward was strongly protested against, but without effect. As the ward cannot 
now be removed, it should be made as harmless to the neighbouring population 
as possible by surrounding the building with high walls on the | and west, 
those being the quarters which are largely populated. 


16. The Sanjivant of the 24th December has the following :— 
aie. as a The sigs ag eat ty oe ieee a 

° ,vorporations sary to give a farewell a } to Lo in. 
ae But Lord Elgin has done nothing which can dake 
the people of this country miss him or regret his departure. It was Lord Elgin 
‘who sanctioned the introduction into the Bengal Council of the new Municipal 
Bill, and that is not certainly-a measure for which the Municipality can be 
igen to His Excellency. It was also with his sanction that, in the. midst of 


nancial difficulties, a war was declared against the frontier tribes. Should the © 


people of India be grateful to him for measures like these? 1¢ was during his 
reign that pestilence, famine, and earthquake visited the land and gave infinite 
~ trouble to the people. It was during his ‘reign that war and natural calamities 
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_mience of hundreds of native passengers ? 
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Again, it was by bis order that the native editors of Bombay were o1 ” 
fhe Natu brothers were imprisoned; and the rigour of the law ral g to 
can the ya of India express regret at his departure and praise him? The 
Municipal Commissioners, in consequence, could not praise teh except for « 

single act of his—the opening of the East Coast and ngal-Nagpur Hailways 
The Commissioners in their proposed address have also expressed sympathy 
with Lord Elgin for the embarrassments in the midst of which His Excellent, 
had to rule; have wished him God-speed ; and have expressed a dosire that His 
Lordship may entertain a good feeling for this country efter his retirement, 
Delight has been expressed because His Lordship is not leaving the Indian 

exchequer empty. ‘This would have been a matter for songrikubeting: consi - 


dering the financial straits through which the country passed during his ru] 
if the public debt had not been increased by bien flees during Sis ‘tithe 
‘It is strange that the elected Hindu Commissioners who protested against the 


presentation of a farewell address to Lord Lansdowne, have accepted the 


proposed address to Lord Elgin. It is a pity that the Municipal Commission 


. er: 
of Caloutta should be about to present a farewell address to a Viceroy to aitpiy 
the British Indian Association bas refused to present one. _ es 


(9)—Ratlways and Communications, including canals and irrigation. 


17. A correspondent of a ng a of the = December considers 

. _ the sum of Rs, 228 granted by the Kishorganj 

Phectye ican rene oe ee Local Board in the Myniensingh. district for the 
repair of the Jayka road quite inadequate for the 

purpose. It is the only road in the eastern part of the subdivision and is used 
by the residents of the villages of Jayka, Dubi, Madhainagar, Astagram, and 
Dampara. Instead of -wasting money on the repair or construction or less im- 


‘portant roads, as is. often done, the Board should take particular care of this 


road. 
18. Manmathanath Pal Choudhuri complains in the Hitavadi of the 23rd 
December that on the 14th December last the up 


Two railway complaints. Darjeeling mail train stopped at Naihati for the 


‘sake of a European gentleman, contrary to the existing rules, and also stopped 


at Kanchrapara to allow the said vi Wag to get down. If railway rules can 
be broken for the convenience of a single European passenger, cannot the said 
train be made to stop every day at Naihati and Kancharapara for the conve- 


. 


Another correspondent of the same paper complains that the third-class 


compartments of the Burdwan and Hooghly local trains are not regularly 


cleansed and swept at the starting stations. An order was issued for cleansin 
them, and it was carried out for some time, but it has now ceased to be carrie 
out. If the station-masters of Burdwan and Hooghly are required to look to 


the matter and submit a weekly report to the higher authorities, satisfactory 


results may follow. 


(h)—General. 


19. A correspondent of the Charu Mthir of the 19th December, writing 

a sid icin from Jayka within the jurisdiction of the Karim- 
—  ganj post-office in the | ymeosthgn district, com- 

plains that letters, &c., are delivered in his village and the neighbouring 
villages only twice a week, and were delivered in the last rainy season only 


once a week. Even telegrams are not delivered before three or four days from 
‘their receipt at the post-office. .This has been causing great inconvenience, to 


remove which either a second delivery peon should be employed in the Karim- 
gan} ee office, or a branch post-office should be opened at Jayka. ee 
20. The AMitavad:i of the 23rd December has the following :— gee’ 
Plague came to Bengal and has gone, but 
n 


epee Bere eee gees in connection with plague inspection 
has not yet been put to an end. Calcutta is free from plague, and no one. hears 


of a single plague patient; but still the public servants, like messengers of 


: 
Ps : 


Death, are—by whose order we do not know—going about in the m ase 
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searching for plague cases. Is it nota great regret that if anyone from the 
mnfassal dios in Calcutta of any dispase, ‘his frieuds and relatives should. be 
subjected to great harassment? Here is an instance'in point: .. |. | - 


Babu Kamakhya Charan Sen of Saogaon, in the Munshiganj subdivision a 
of the Dacca district, was a pleader in the Munsif’s Court in Noakhali, “He 
fell ill, and on the 1st April last. came to. Calcutta for treatment. He put up 


- in No. 16, Balaram Mazumdar’s Lane, Hatkhola, where he was ‘under the | 
treatment of some of the well-known practitioners of the — On the 24th 4 
November last Kamakhya Babu died, and his nephew, Babu Kali Charan Sen, |g 


performed his sradh at Kalighat on the 9th December last. Kamakhya' Babu’'s 
complaint was not piagte. Calcutta is free from'plague, and the patient was 
under the treatment of such eminent practitioners as Dr. D. N. Chatterji and 
Dr. Sures Chandra Sarvadhikari. Kamakhya Babu died: after a prolonged 
illness of two years. But still there was a great fuss made over bie. death. 
After his death we came to receive the news from his home that Kamakhya 
Babu was reported to have died of plague, and the Subdivisional Officer: of ee 
Munshiganj went at nightfall to his house at Saogaon to see whether his je 
family had returned from Calcutta. Let us quote from a letter we received es 
from his home :— ES LE a 

“ This night the Subdivisional Officer of Munshiganj came to our house oe 
with the Police Sub-Inspector. It was about 7 o’clock when they.came. A ae 
telegram was received from Calcutta to the effect that my uncle (Kamakhya . 
Babu) had died of plague in Calcutta, and that his family had returned home, 
bringing plague with them. The Deputy Magistrate and the Police Sub- 
oe ag ad come to inspect our house on the receipt of this telegram. 
Prakas Babu was fortunately at home when they came, or we would have been 
put to great trouble. * * * iti 

‘¢ We learn from a reliable source that before going to Saogaon, he had 
made an inspection at the ghdt and reported that Kamakhya Babu’s famil 
had not yet returned home. That he still entered the house at night. wit 
the police shows with what good motive he was actuated.” | 


‘On the 5th December last we received the following letter from Dacca:— 

‘‘Somebody has reported to the authorities that Kamakhya has died of 
plague. On the receipt of this information by telegram the police made an 
enquiry in his house, and was informed that his family had not yet returned 
home. The Magistrate, not being able to go personally to Kamakhya’s honse 
on account of the horse race, deputed the Subdivisiona! Officer of Munshiganj 
to make an enquiry. The gee Magistrate has made an enquiry, and 1 
perhaps report that the family of the deceased has not yet returned home, 
A telegram has most probably been despatched to Berhampore. Here the 


police is making enquiry every day at the house of Satis.” 


Here is also a portion of the letter received by Kamakhya Babu’s relatives 
from Noakhali:— | | 

‘¢ Somebody, either of Dacca or of Calcutta, has telegraphed to the District 
Magistrate that Kamakhya Babu has died of plague. On the receipt of this 
telegram the authorities came to enquire whether you had returned home. 
I do not know what this means. I shall enquire and let you know.” ~ 2 


In the letter received on the Ist December it is stated that at the instance 
of the Government an enquiry has been set on foot to ascertain the whereabouts 
of Kamakhya Babu’s family. ee 

The authorities have not been satisfied with making an enquiry at 
Kamakhya Babu’s house and place of business.. They have also made an en- 
quiry at the houses of his father-in-law and the elder brother of ‘his father- 
in-law. Enquiries have been made at Berhampore and Ragh eS 
ascertain whether the family of the deceased had gone there. We learn from 
a letter from Berhampore that the Court Sub-Inspector made an enquiry at 
Purna Babu’s house as to whether Kamakhya Babu had died of plague and 
ere his family were putting up at that time. __ ee 
How the unfortunate widow of Kamakhya Babu is faring under these 


~~ 


circumstances is better imagined than described. She cannot go with her 


children even to her father’s house. In fact no one is bold enough to give 
her shelter outside Calcutta. — pee " We 


ae 
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It is a matter of regret that the conduct of the authorities in this case has 
given rise toa hue and cry. The grief-stricken widow of the deceased cannot 
go either to her own house or to the house of her father. These unwarranted 

roceedings adopted by the Government have put the helpless family of the 


eceased to very great inconvenience. 


On enquiry we learn thaton the 29th November, the Municipal Officers 
had cleansed and disinfected the house in Calcutta where Kamakhya Babu 
was putting up. This made Kamakhya Babu’s relatives goto the Health 
Officer and procure the following certificate :— 

‘‘ Certified that on further enquiry there are no good grounds for the 
suspicion that Babu Kamakhya Charun Sen died of plague, but his death is. 


due to malarial fever. 


I don’t consider it necessary to have the family under observation. 


(Sd.) C. R. M. Green, Major, F.n.c.8., 


- Special Health Officer.” 
Monicrpat OFrice, 


December 18th 1898. 


It is quite clear from the above, as well as from the certificates of the 
doctors by whom Kamakhya Babu was treated, that he died of malaria and 
hot plague. Still, public officers are watching the movements of the famil 
of the deceased. Could anything be more ridiculous? This unfortunate 


family will be undone if the Lieutenant-Governor does not come to their 
rescue, 


21. The Sanjtvant of the 24th December draws attention to the incon- 
venience which is suffered by the public, especially 
by mufassal people, in consequence of pustage 
stamps not being sold, and registered letters, money-orders, and parcels not 
being delivered on pe Nt It will be, it is true, some hardship to the post- 
masters not to get a holiday after six days’ work. But postmasters will not 
grumble to work on Sundays if they get some increase to their salary. If 
the public exchequer be not in a condition to meet such additional cuatnens 
a special fea may be charged for the sale of stamps and the delivery of 


parcels, &c., on Sundays. At any rate, the inconvenience of the public 
ought to be removed. 


A postal grievance. 


VI.—MiIscELLANEOUs. e 


22. Tue Hitavadi of the 23rd December has the following :— : 
a _ Praise the British = in Pw ag you 
ne morals or the british may, for his courage, bravery, and perseverance, 
hebben i cus is no haahar” ie character from the stain 
which has been cast upon it. Medals and certificates cannot conceal the 
blackness of the heart. In this world there is perhaps no other nation which 
has such an immoral, characterless, and despicable army as the British army 
in India. This is not only our opinion: it is the opinion of the ‘ Army Sanita- 
tion Commission,” from whose report the following is taken :— 
-“The amount of sickness and inefficiency arising from this cause exceeded 
all previous record. The admission rate for India was 511°4 per thousand of 
strength, so that if each admission represented a different individual, or the 
same individual had not been admitted oftener than once, more than half of the 
men of the European army in India must have been subject to this disease 
at one time or another during the year.. * * * Amongst the troops of no 
other civilised nations has this disease prevailed to anything approaching the 
same extent. ® * The facts are known to all, but the difficulty has been to 
find an efficient remedy. * * The efforts to teach the soldiers to practise 
habits of self-control having signally failed, those responsible for/the miainte- 
nance of the efficiency of the army in India may well be excused if they look 
out for some effectual means of arresting the progress of the disease and pre- 


_ serving their battalions fit for service,” 


. : ( 1109 )- Noe 4 


Has anybody tried to ascertain why the British soldiers in India come to, 


be so immoral? The immorality of the British soldier would not have_be- 
come so great if the authorities had kept an eye on his health and efficiency. 
The British soldier as soon as he comes to this country bids good-bye to all 
religious considerations. He reads in the Bible that all men are children 
of one and the same God, but in practice he sees the higher European 
officials looking down upon the natives of this country as inferior animals. He, 
therefore, naturally unlearns what he had learnt in the Bible. ) | 


One man is put to death for killing another man, but the white man is not. 
punished for killing a black man, The O’Hara case is still fresh in the 
memory of all. British soldiers murdered a native without any scruple, and 
still escaped scot-free. The soldiers were taken aback 1o hear ‘that a European 


would be hanged for killing a native. The head of the Military Department | 


was present during the trial of the accused soldier, and this put the soldiers 
in high spirits. This officer was most probably present during the trial more 
from curiosity than from any other motive, but his presence was differently 
interpreted, and there is no doubt that it increased the audacity of the soldiers, 
It is not strange that after this they should treat us as inferior animals and 
look upon our women as instruments for the gratification of their lust. — 


A soldier need not, however, necessarily be an immoral man. The Sikh, 
Gurkha, Pathan, and Hindustani soldiers live in cantonments, away from 
‘family and children, but immorality is not rampant among them as it is 
among European soldiers. Obnoxious desires are not. prevalent among them. 
In: spite of the Bible, the British soldier goes astray and- gets his character 
spoiled. He does not care for religion; he does not listen to the dictates of 
conscience; he is not amenable to any law, social or moral! He has no self- 
control, and he lives a wild and immoral life. He is fully confident that, 
belonging as he does to the ruling raco, he will not come under the purview of 
the common law. This is the reason why immorality is increasing so fast 
among British soldiers. 


Sir George White, our late Commander-in-Chief, tried his best to improve 
the morals of the British soldier and place him under strict discipline. He 
repeatedly tried to bring it home to his mind that the life of a native was as 
viliable as that of a European. There is no doubt that his teachings did not 
enter the British soldier's heart. He obsetved a great difference between theory 
and practice, and did not therefore seriously take the preachings of equality. 
This is why we have every day to hear of murders of natives and assaults on 


native women by European soldiers. | 
23. The Sanjivani of the 24th December has the followin 


The Hon’ble G. N. Curzon and Sirdar Kitchener | 


on ae ee have both been raised to the peerage; the former 
on his appointment as the Governor-General of India and the latter for his con- 
uest of theSoudan. Both were lately entertained at a dinner in one of the Lon- 
a hotels, and Lord Curzon made a most homorous speech on the occasion. 
Everybody likes a dinner; but an Englishman is enamoured of it. In the course 
of his speech the new Viceroy observed that it must strike everybody as a note- 
worthy fact that while an out-going Governor-General received the congratuia- 
tions of his friends in England and was lavishly entertained vy them, the same 
man was on his return to his native country after five years, quietly allowed to 
merge into obscurity. The rather excessive congratulation and laudation which 
were bestowed on Sirdar Kitchener on his recent visit to England very probably 
Jed Lord Curzon in the midst of these rejoicings to view with some apprehension 
‘the possibility that an equally grand reception might not he accorded to him on 


his return from India. In tne case of the Sirdar, it was only natural that — 


the English people should heap honours on the soldier who had avenged the 
death of the saint-like Gordon and laid the foundations of an =e empire 
in Africa. The people of India will have to suffer unbearable hards 

their days in fear under Lord Curzon’s rule if, following the Sirdar’s example, 
His Lordship should set his heart upon extending the limits of the British 
empire. 

rif Lord Curzon follows the model of an Indian administrator, as he has 
himself painted it; if he rules the country with justice, mercy and dharma; if he 


ip and pass 
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can dispense équal justice and accord equal tréatment to all, makin no diati istine- 
ree 5 canto hha’ colour, Eat opeah and native; he will, without being 4 
conqueting hero like Lord Kitehener or the founder of new empire, earn the | 
gratitude of countless Indians and the respect of his own countrymen, He 
will not, in that ease, on his return to England, find himself denied honour and — 
respect, or pitie the remainder of his life away in obscurity. Mdy God grant 
hii the will and inclination to do good; and as through God’s mercy he has 
had his aspirations fulfilled, so may he fulfil the aspirations of the Indiana and 
entitle himself to a larger measure of Divine favour. Of all things a ruler can 
eoyet and earn, there is nothing more valuable than the reverence and grati-. 
tude. of a subjeet people. Lord Curzon will have nothing to be sorry for if ha 
egn return to his native country possessed of the sincere affection and gratitude 
of the Indian people. Is not sovereignty over the hearts of crores and crores of 
human beings something more desirable than sovereignty over the world of 
jnert matter ? | % 
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; Urrya Papers, 


24, The Uikaldipita of the 1st October is of opinion that the inspection 
ees _, , , Of subordinate offices by Mr. Stevenson, the Com- 
busetion at vab Offa, Ss MMMMBIONer Of Orissa, 18 thorough and lengthy, and 

| that few Commissioners have inspected such offices 


all 


in so thorough a manner. 


85. The same paper approves ‘of thé revised orders passed by the 
Calcutta High Court in connection with the 


Pag the eee : ba wl vr to Miukhtarship Examination to be held in 1899, and 


es san ‘observes that the candidates for that examination 
have no sufficient cause for further discontent. : 
26. The same paper regrets the death of Sirdar Dayal Singh of the 
Sie re Mk i th Punjab, who was useful to his countrymen in vari- 
eabice Dayal Sibgh ‘of the ous ways and whose loss is deeply mourned by all 
the educated natives of India. 
27. Referring to thd excitement caused in the mind of the Hindu pablic 
| by the announcement that the Pum Municipality 
: | had resolved to ¢onstruct a latrine against the. 
boundary wall ‘of the temple of Jaghnnath, the ‘same paper explains that the 
announcement was premature and mischievous, because the Commissioners of 


The Puri latrine question. 


the said municipality had taken proper steps to defeat the imprudent action of 


their Vice-Chairman, who was in favour of the unpopular scheme. 


28. Tho Uriya and Navasamvad of the 5th October is glad to learn that a 
Certain number of juvenile offenders have been 
: ~~ released from ‘the jail in conformity with ‘the 
humane and benevolent resolution of Government to reform ‘them by giving 
them a chanée of bettering thémselves in future. The writer suggests that the 
olice ‘should not be “allowéd to disturb those lads who are ‘earning their 
ivelihood by honest means, by vexatious inspection, which ‘produces -bitter 
results in the énd. ce | 
29. Referring to the ‘settlement -of Orissa, the ‘same :paper makes the 
‘The Orivea Settlement. following observations :— 


(a) The jaigirs gianted ‘td ‘village washermien, barbers, potters, ‘black- 


Release of juvenile offenders. 


‘simiths, Carpenters, and chaukidats by zamindars should nodt 

have been taxed, | ie . 
(6) The chaukidar should be allowed td retain ‘his former status and 
should not be converted into a Government servant by. ‘the 
abolition of his yaigir and by the introduction ‘of ‘the system of 
money-payment, which will prove oppressive to villagers, ‘wlio 

will be deprived of their power over chaukidars. ee 

- . (e¢) The ew -yama ‘assessed should not ‘have ‘béen realised. in’ the last 
=i, ‘November ‘kést, : ae 
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restions in connection with , 
| vines and Orisa.) Hitaishing of the 5th October 


ar a 
oe (a) Proper arrangements should be made for the supply of wholesome a 
' food and pure drinking water to the native passengers at ee 
| moderate rates. i ae Me 
(6) Latrines should be provided in third-class carriages. © ae 
(c) Tickets should be sold at least one or two hours before a train starts. 
(d) Female ticket-collectors should be employed to serve in carriages ce 
ee reserved for females. er 
CHUNDER NATH BOSE, } | 
|  Bengak Translator. 2 
Bencatit TRransiaTor’s OFrrice, _ ae : 
: The 31st December 1898. pS : se 
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